
 

 

 
Gifted and Talented Education 

 
These regulations are intended to support Board policy IHBB Gifted and Talented Education. 
 
 
Definitions 
 
Advanced Learning Plans (ALP’s (12.01) (2)) means a written record of gifted and talented programming utilized with 
each gifted child and considered in educational planning and decision making. 
 
Gifted and Talented Children (12.01 (9)) means those persons between the ages of five and twenty-one whose 
abilities, talents and potential of accomplishment are so exceptional or developmentally advanced that they require 
special provision to meet their educational programming needs.  Gifted and talented children are hereafter referred to 
as gifted students.  Children under five who are gifted may also be provided with early childhood special education 
services.  Gifted students include gifted students with disabilities (i.e. twice exceptional) and students with exceptional 
abilities or potential from all socio-economic and ethnic, cultural populations.  Gifted students are capable of high 
performance, exceptional production, or exceptional learning behavior by virtue of any or a combination of these areas 
of giftedness:  a) general or specific intellectual ability; b) specific academic aptitude; c) creative or productive thinking; 
d) leadership abilities; e) visual and performing arts.   
 
Qualified personnel or qualified person (12.01 (14)) means a licensed, content endorsed teacher who also has an 
endorsement or higher degree in gifted education; or now is working toward an endorsement or higher degree in gifted 
education. 
 
 
Administrative Plan 
 
Mission Statement:  Our mission is to support gifted and talented students by providing an appropriate learning 
environment that stimulates students to reach their potential based on current best practices in gifted education.  
 
Philosophy Statement:   In School District 11 we believe that gifted and talented students should receive appropriate 
differentiated instruction from trained teachers that address individual needs within the Response to Intervention 
framework.  We believe that the district gifted and talented program must have a broad base representation of students 
from different ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds. These students will have resources to maximize their potential 
as appropriate to their educational needs and talents.  In addition, the social-emotional needs of gifted students should 
be recognized and addressed.   
 
State Definition:   
"Gifted and talented children" means those students whose abilities, talents, and potential for accomplishment are so 
exceptional or developmentally advanced that they require special provisions to meet their educational programming 
needs.  “Gifted and talented children” include those with disabilities (i.e. twice exceptional) and students with 
exceptional abilities or potential from all socio-economic and ethnic backgrounds.  Gifted students are capable of high 
performance, exceptional production, or exceptional learning behavior by virtue of any or a combination of these areas 
of giftedness: 

 General or specific intellectual ability. 

 Specific academic aptitude. 

 Creative or productive thinking. 

 Leadership abilities. 

 Visual and performing arts. 
 
Student Goals:  Gifted students will: 
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 Develop higher level thinking skills 

 Develop creative thinking and problem solving skills 

 Develop research skills as applied to “real world” problems 

 Progress at rate and pace appropriate to abilities and learning styles 

 Develop effective communication skills 

 Create products that are unique and synthesize major concepts 

 Develop self-esteem and self understanding 

 Work with others of similar ability 
 
 
Programming Options: 

 
Elementary 
- Site based model:   

1.   Pull-out- enhancing specific talent areas 
2. Cluster grouping- classroom teacher provides extensions  
3. Cross-grade grouping- student is accelerated one grade level in a specific content area 
4. Acceleration-  student is grade skipped one or more grades in all content areas 
5. Competitions 
6. Mentorship; e.g., Side Kick 
7.    Differentiation 

- SAIL program: 
1. Self contained gifted program, grades 4-5 
2. Focus:  interdisciplinary units; more in-depth approach, standards based curriculum 

- Eagles Program: 
1. Self contained gifted classroom (grades 3-5)  
2. Twice-exceptional program, interdisciplinary approach, project centered, standards 

based curriculum 
 

Middle School  
- Site based model: 

   Classroom elective- more in-depth approach, acceleration, focus on areas of strength 
1. Honors classes- advanced math, language arts classes 
2. Competitions 
3. Differentiation 
4. Mentorship 
 

- SAIL program: 
1. Self contained gifted program, grades 6-8 
2. Interdisciplinary units, project based focus, more in-depth approach, standards based 

curriculum 
3. Students switch teachers for different content areas 
4. Competitions 

 
High School  
    Site based model: 

1. Advocate for gifted students at each building:  counsels, provides social/emotional guidance 
2. Competitions 
3. Advanced courses:  Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, CU Gold Courses, 

honors classes 
4. Mentorship 
5. Concurrent Enrollment 
 
 



- SAIL + (Mitchell): 
   1.   SAIL program offered for 9th graders : students switch teachers for different content areas; 

service learning options and advanced courses in grades 10-12. 
 

Identification Eligibility 
 

1. Students who automatically qualify for gifted and talented services score 97% or higher on one of the 
following assessment instruments:  a) CogAT verbal, quantitative and/or nonverbal subtests; or b) individual 
IQ composite, verbal and/or nonverbal subtests. 

2. Students who don’t qualify automatically and score 95% or higher on one of the following assessment 
instruments need at least one additional source of qualifying data:  a) CogAT verbal, quantitative and/or 
nonverbal subtests; b) KBIT verbal and/or nonverbal subtests; c) Naglieri composite or d); individual IQ 
composite, verbal and/or nonverbal and/or e) Tomags composite.  The following would qualify as supporting 
data:  a) CSAP advanced in reading, writing and/or mathematics; b) Map- 95% or higher in reading and/or 
math; c) Naglieri composite- 95% or higher; d) KBIT- 95% or higher in verbal and/or nonverbal subtests; e) 
Tomags- 95% or higher and/or f) CogAT- 95% or higher on verbal, nonverbal and/or quantitative subtests.  
The supporting data must have been obtained within the last two testing cycles.   

3. Students who score below 95% and not lower than 93% on the above mentioned assessment instruments 
may qualify if there is at least one additional source of qualifying data within the last two testing cycles, and 
qualify for at least one of the following:  a) ELL student; b) Special Education student; c) attends a Title 1 
school; and/or d) other compelling factors.   

 
Administrative Procedures 
 
 Responsibilities 
 

1. The responsibilities of the Gifted Resource Teacher are as follows: 
a.  To be responsible for teaching gifted and talented (GT) students. 
b.  To serve as an educational advocate for GT students. 
c.  To serve as a resource in the school’s academic and Response to Intervention  
infrastructure, sharing information about the unique needs, both academic and social 
emotional, of GT students. 
d.  To participate in the building SIP process as it addresses the needs of GT students. 
e.  To be responsible for the identification of GT students within the school.  
f.  To ensure that curriculum for GT students is aligned with state/local standards and is 
focused on student data and achievement. 
g.  To serve as an instructional leader and GT specialist for parents, students, teachers and 
administrators.  

 
New GT Students In District 11 
 
District 11 will attempt to identify new students identified gifted and talented (GT) from other districts based on the 
district’s criteria, which may include administering additional assessments.  Where previous assessment from another 
district closely aligns with the district’s assessment methods, the district may in its discretion maintain the GT label 
without further assessment.  If district GT assessments have been administered and the student still does not qualify 
under the district GT eligibility system, the student will not be identified gifted and talented in District 11.   
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LEGAL REFS: C.R.S. 22-20-101 through 114 (Exceptional Children's Education Act) 

C.R.S. 22-26-107 
 1 CCR 301-8-2220-R-12.00 

 
CROSS REFS: IHBB, Gifted and Talented Education 

http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-20-101.html
http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-26-107.html
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeboard/download/bdregs_301-8.pdf


 IHBAA, Response to Intervention 


