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USAGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA BY COLORADO SPRINGS SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 11 STUDENTS 
 
Introduction 
 
Colorado Springs School District 11 (the District) recognizes the tremendous importance of 
preparing our students for the 21st century, and understands that part of Next Generation 
Learning is adapting to the changing methods of communication including social networking 
sites and applications (apps) that allow sharing.  Social networking websites have the potential 
to support student learning, and students can participate in online social networks where people 
all over the world share ideas, collaborate, and learn new things. In online social environments 
that are connected to District information, students must ensure personal profiles and related 
content are consistent with work and study at the District. The District seeks to provide both a 
safe, secure learning environment and the opportunity for students to learn. The District adopts 
the approach of helping students become responsible users of digital media and personal 
responsibility is expected. The goal of this guideline is to provide direction when using social 
media applications both inside and outside the classroom. 
 
It is important to create an atmosphere of trust and individual responsibility and accountability, 
keeping in mind that information produced by District teachers and students for classroom and 
District use is a reflection on the entire District and is subject to the District's Instructional 
Technology Resources and Internet Safety Responsible Use Policy (See Policy EHC).  By 
accessing, creating or contributing to any blogs, wikis, or other social media for classroom or 
District use, you agree to abide by these guidelines. Please read them carefully before posting 
or commenting on any blog or creating any blog for classroom or District use, wiki and/or 
podcast.  
 
 Profiles and Identity 
 

 Be cautious of identity theft issues using social networking sites.  Be careful not to 
display personal information for yourself or classmates when setting up a profile or bio.  

 Use discretion when uploading digital pictures and selecting avatars to assure that they 
convey the appearance your boss, students and their families would interpret as 
appropriate.  All Images should be your own, or otherwise free of any copyright 
restrictions.   

 
Social Media Guidelines for Students 
 
Due to the wealth of new social media tools available to students, student products and 
documents have the potential to reach audiences far beyond the classroom. This translates into 
a greater level of responsibility and accountability for everyone. Below are guidelines students in 
the District should adhere to when using internet tools in the classroom. 
 

1. Be aware of what you post online.  Social media venues are very public.  What you 
contribute leaves a digital footprint for all to see.  Do not post anything you wouldn't want 
parents, teachers, a future employer or others to see.   

2. Follow the school's code of conduct when writing online.  It is acceptable to disagree 
with someone else's opinions; however, do it in a respectful manner.  Make sure that  
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criticism is constructive and not hurtful.  What is inappropriate in the classroom is 
inappropriate online.   

3. Be safe online.  Never give out personal information, including, but not limited to, last 
names, phone numbers, addresses, exact birthdates, and pictures.  Do not share your 
password with anyone besides your teachers and parents.  

4. Linking to other websites to support your thoughts and ideas is 
recommended.  However, be sure to read the entire article prior to linking to ensure that 
all information is appropriate for a school setting.  

5. Staff and students are encouraged to use interactive websites and tools; however, all 
must be utilized within the context of educational usage.  Staff-created blogs or other 
online content such as micro blog feeds must also only occur within the context of 
educational usage.  Users must follow proper etiquette, including but not limited to, using 
proper language with no vulgarity and no cyber-bullying or spreading falsehoods about 
another that lowers the affected individual in the eyes of the community.  
Teacher/student interactions online must only occur within the context of educational 
usage.  For the protection of both students and staff, the District strongly advises that 
staff do not “friend” students on public networks , since lines of personal and 
professional boundaries are not as clear in social networking sites  Friending students 
on private or school-based networks for educational purposes is  acceptable within the 
context of educational usage(i.e. Destiny or Sharepoint). 

6. Do your own work!  Do not use other people's intellectual property without their 
permission.  It is a violation of copyright law to copy and paste other's thoughts. 
When paraphrasing another's idea(s) be sure to cite your source with the URL.  It is 
good practice to hyperlink to your sources.  

7. Be aware that pictures may also be protected under copyright laws.  Verify you have 
permission to use the image or it is under Creative Commons attribution.  

8. How you represent yourself online is an extension of yourself.  Do not misrepresent 
yourself by using someone else's identity.  

9. Blog and wiki posts should be well written.  Follow writing conventions including proper 
grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.  If you edit someone else's work be sure it is in 
the spirit of improving the writing.  

10. If you run across inappropriate material that makes you feel uncomfortable, or is not 
respectful, tell your teacher right away. 

11. Students who do not abide by these terms and conditions may lose their opportunity to 
take part in the project and/or access to future use of online tools. 
 

Requests for access to Social Media Sites 
 
The District understands that online learning includes utilizing constantly changing technology 
and that many sites that are currently "blocked" by the District's internet filter may have 
pedagogical significance. 
 

 Requests to make sites accessible for use will be reviewed periodically throughout the 
school year.  

 A description should be provided of the intended use of the site and what tools on the 
site match your needed criteria.  

 A link to the site’s privacy policy should be included if possible.  


