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From The Raven’s Beak

Principally Speaking:

 

As this year is drawing to a close I can’t help but look back with a deep sense of appreciation and gratitude to this community for such a great year.  With the addition of several new staff members, there was a renewed sense of purpose and mission.   In just a few weeks we will celebrate the graduation of 31 students.   This capstone event will complete a decade of educative service for CIVA charter school.  

The expanded courses in the arts have allowed our program to flourish.  Our fall and spring plays were absolutely outstanding.   Though I wonder what we will do without our amazingly talented seniors, I know other students will now have their opportunity to excel.  We updated our curriculum in many of our courses and with a student centered schedule, we have seen a solid improvement in student’s academic achievement.  

 
We rearranged the way our Spring OLE is organized and we are glad that we are able to offer all of our students a valuable academic and challenging expedition.  

 
CIVA is eagerly anticipating our move into the new building for next year.  As a community we are indebted to all the folks that have volunteered countless hours and for working tirelessly to ensure we have a new and fully equipped school to create the best program we can for our students.  

 
I cannot thank everyone enough for making this year at CIVA so prosperous!

New Building:  Construction is moving along.  It is nice to see the classrooms, hallways, gym and auditorium taking shape.  Volunteers are still needed to help.  Be sure to wear closed-toed shoes, long pants and a shirt with sleeves.  From power-washing the parking lot to sweeping, your assistance will make a difference!
Parenting Seminars:  Behaviors of young people are influenced at the individual, peer, family, school, community, and societal levels. Because many societal factors contribute to adolescent health, safety, and well being, a collaborative effort engaging multiple partners and sectors is necessary. Such joint efforts can also help to promote a more comprehensive approach to addressing adolescent health—one that views adolescents as whole persons, recognizing and drawing upon their assets and not just focusing on their risks.” (emphasis added) from the National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Adolescent Health web site, www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/AdolescentHealth/index.htm.

Among the basic premises of the Hyde process is the importance of a developing community that supports and challenges through being intentionally present in one another’s lives in order to help each person develop their unique potential. The message from the CDC coincides with our understanding of the importance of community at all levels. Although I could answer the question about teen suicide from the community vantage point using the Ten Priorities, I am going to focus where the question does – on parenting.

 

The part of the excerpt above that ties directly into parenting with the 10 Priorities is the segment where I added the emphasis in bold.  We can use the 10 Priorities to guide our children as they develop into “whole persons” of integrity, rather than depending solely on our alertness to risk factors.

 

Truth Over Harmony

When our children see that it is safe to speak the truth in our families, they bring the truth to us more often.  “If my mother does not model a commitment to truth, if she does not want to know and deal with the truth, she may not want to deal with mine,” understands a teen.  Honesty = integrity = a whole person.

 

Attitude Over Aptitude
A belief in the fundamental importance of attitude opens the window of our curiosity.  When we have confidence that a positive attitude will move us forward, we don’t rely on being good enough.  Instead our question becomes, “Good enough for whom?” Parents teach children this question.

 

Set High Expectations and Let Go of Outcomes
Many of our teens set high expectations for themselves.  Sometimes they can’t even define the outcomes they seek beyond those our culture acknowledges.

· Admission to an elite college 

· Popularity among peer group 

· Good grades 

· Success that is acknowledged by their community 

 

What would happen if the high expectations we encouraged in our children were

· A commitment to not shy away from new challenges 

· A commitment to understanding and acting on his/her own convictions 

· A commitment to speak the truth. 

 

These aren’t easy expectations. They ask our children to develop strong characters.

 

Value Success and Failure
Life is a journey and the world is big.  When we show our children that we ourselves are willing to pick ourselves up and try new things, we give them the courage to do the same.  Our children need to know that, even when their parents look like they have it all together, or are satisfied with their direction, their parents may feel differently.

 

Humility To Ask For and To Accept Help
In community we are stronger than we are individually.  It takes courage to ask for help and to accept it with humility, however it is offered.  Not knowing what to do next does not need to be a final response, it can instead lead us to acceptance that we need to ask others for support.

 

Inspiration – Job #1

Our children will only value these priorities if we model them as actions.  
Annual End of the Year Picnic 
This year’s picnic will be at Monument Valley Park under the MVP Picnic Pavilion (see map below).  For those parents who signed up to assist with cooking, we will need to begin cooking at 3:00pm.   Also if you would call me, a couple of days prior to confirm your assistance I would really appreciate it.   I need volunteers with set-up, clean up & cooking.  If you have not completed your required parent volunteer hours this would be a great time to do so.  In addition to food assignment, each family should bring lawn chairs and/or blanket(s).  Below you will find the food assignment.  If you have any questions please call me.  This is our last community event of the school year. EVERYONE is encouraged/expected to attend.  Thank you, Elaine Serrano  633-1460 x105

Please bring enough to serve 12 or more. 

A-G  
Side Dish 

H-L
Chips

M-R
2 pkgs. of Hot Dogs & Buns     *******

S-Z
12 Hamburger Patties & Buns   ******

***** These items should be brought to the school by 2:00pm on the day of the picnic Wednesday May 9th
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CIVA’s Outstanding Students:  

Congratulations to Mitch Siegel for making the national high school lacrosse team for the Federation of Christian Athletes.  Way to go Mitch!!!!

Reunion, CIVA’s 10 year anniversary:

If you are interested in helping Linda Page plan the 10 year reunion or the Grand Opening of the new school please contact Linda Page at pagelj@d11.org or at 651-5199 

What are the important dates I need to know?

May 2




Labs 1, 2, 3

May 5

7-11


Spring Formal (Sheraton on Circle)

May 7

6PM


BAAC


May 8-10 



Senior Finals

May 9




Labs 4, 5, 6

May 9




ACT Make up

May 9 
 


Community Picnic (Monument Valley Park)

May 9-10



Finals for Seniors

May 11



NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

May 14-17

Spring OLE (Contact Ms. Serrano with questions 

633-1306 x 105)

May 16



Labs 7, 1, 2

May 18



Last day for Seniors

May 22-23



Finals

May 24       2PM


Graduation Ceremony

Support the Arts:  Do you have unused musical instruments gathering dust in your attic?  Why not do some early spring-cleaning by donating those unused items to the CIVA music department?  Is it a trumpet, a ukulele, a glockenspiel, that accordion Uncle Joe gave you… whatever the instrument, we could put it to use to provide a more well-rounded musical experience for our students.  Remember, many of these students may not have free access to Instruments outside of our music program, so let’s make it as fulfilling of an experience as it can possibly be.  Let’s support the arts!!!!

Immunization Update:  Schedules will not be handed out in the fall if your student’s immunizations are not up-to-date.  Please see Joni with any questions or to check your student’s status.

Website:  Please remember to visit our website at http://www.civacharaterschool.org/.  There is a link titled This Week at CIVA; there you will find current information on all of CIVA’s upcoming activities.  

 

 College Information:   Please contact Ms. Pilcher regarding exam questions.  For more college information please visit www.fastweb.com.  You will be amazed at the information you can pick up.  

SAT



Test Date


Registration






June 2, 2007

April 27, 2007

A Trip to the Land of Dracula!  From Alan Johnson

I had the opportunity to spend almost 10 days in the former communist country of Romania on an economic study tour that was sponsored by the National Council of Economic Education, under the sanction of the US Department of Education and the US Department of State. Twelve teachers from throughout the United States were selected, and luckily I was one. A dream come true-an actual international study tour. Romania as one of the former Soviet-bloc countries had been a planned (socialistic) type of economy; not like ours of the US where we have a market economy (capitalistic).
Our focus on the study tour was to see and observe through visitations at school/universities, teachers-training schools, interactions with students, business leaders, and an audience with the Minister of Education and the Governor General of the National Bank of Romania, just what this transition was and also to participate in the programs with the students themselves. As most of the students spoke wonderful English; the only true language problems arose when we tried our involvement with the Romanian language. Similar to other Romance languages, it took some time to get used to; but soon the words could be deciphered and understood; the feeling of not being able to communicate your needs/wants is truly humbling and scary! 


Our visits with students and faculties was truly awe-inspiring-they are truly on a mission to create a society and a country of hope and progressiveness; rising up from the ashes of a previously Soviet-dominated way of life, its oppressive nature and lack of opportunity for its citizens. Of major concern is the educational system-they are having a difficult time transitioning from a centralized scheme of organization where everything is the same for all schools-books,  lessons, and  time table for addressing/presenting the information to students. Many school administrations are frustrated with this and would desire their own autonomy and be able to make local decisions as it affects their students and families. This is still progressing and will take some time for the “old ideas” to be replaced with “new thoughts and governance at a local level”, without the government making the decisions for what they see as “best” for all school locales and administrations. Yet, the teachers and students are greatly optimistic and since Romania’s acceptance into the European Union in January 2007, this could possibly hasten this shift of school organization and other opportunities for many ordinary Romanians.



The dedication of a people who have been previously hidden from the world’s progress

 2 hours of television only in the evenings-mostly political double-speak and anti-democracy/American feelings predominated the dialogue- is a great testament to a people’s willingness to persevere and sincerely fights for their beliefs. Censored information from the government and the Soviet Union presented many non-truths and falsehoods to the people of Romania and other soviet-bloc countries, until revolutions sparked the turn of events  in the late 1980’s.

Attention CIVA Community

As the end of the school year approaches it is time again for the Governing Board elections.

This year the Board is looking to add/replace up to 3 Parent members, and minimum of 2 Community Members. Attached to this document is a description of the duties and responsibilities of Governing Board members. Interested persons should send me a brief resume along with your reasons for being a Board member. My contact information is listed below.

For all parents, the Governing board elections will take place from May 14th through May 23, 2007. Ballots and candidate information will be available at the reception desk at the CIVA School (225 S.Union). Ballots should be returned to the same location no later than May 23, 2007. Only one vote per CIVA family is allowed.

Leonard Miller

Vice President

CIVA Governing Board

(719) 392-4207

(719) 392-4245

lmiller@schmidtconstr.com 

ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS:  PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO CIVA.  THIS WILL ENSURE A SLOT FOR YOU.  IF WE DON’T RECEIVE A FORM, WE WILL GIVE YOUR SLOT TO SOMEONE ELSE.


NOTICE OF INTENT

07-08 School Year

Name _____________________________________

Date ____________________

· I would like to continue as a student at the CIVA for the 2007/08 school year.  

· I plan to leave CIVA and enroll at _________________next year.  

____________________________________

Student Signature





Parent Signature
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CIVA Picnic
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