
March 1, 2006

From the Lead Teacher
It’s CSAP time again! This month’s tranquility will be affected by our annual CSAP testing.  Even though only 8th, 9th, and 10th graders take the tests, our upper class students will also have their normal class schedules altered.  All students and parents should read the schedule thoroughly in advance of the March 13-April testing window. (See separate CSAP schedule)

This is the time of year when students and even teachers sometimes find themselves in the pre-spring doldrums.  The winter holiday seems a distant memory, and spring break seems out of reach.  We have settled into the second semester routine and it can become difficult to stay motivated.  While this is a “normal” reaction this time of year, it presents many dangers to our students.  This is the time when some of our students may allow grades and behaviors to slip. It is imperative that parents stay in close contact with teachers during this time.  

We are three quarters of the way through this school year.  We have made some very good progress with many of our students.  I am pleased that Randy Zimmerman has made clear his commitment to our continued emphasis on character growth and academic rigor at CIVA.  Thomas Lickona, in his book Educating for Character (1991, p.6), says it well:


Down through history, in countries all over the world, education has had two great


goals: to help people become smart and to help them become good.  We know that


smart and good are not the same.  

We have all read about occasions where students have vandalized their schools.  These destructive acts are usually newsworthy for the degree of damage done.  Unfortunately, “minor” acts of vandalism happen regularly in most schools and are just cleaned up, sometimes unnoticed and often times with the responsible parties going undetected.  It is particularly shocking to us when we read that the student(s) were on the honor roll or were otherwise “good” students.  Lickona continues:


Realizing that smart and good are not the same, wise societies since the time of Plato 


have made moral education a deliberate aim of schooling.  They have educated for 


character as well as intellect, decency as well as literacy, virtue as well as knowledge.


They have tried to form citizens who will use their intelligence to benefit others as


well as themselves, who will try to build a better world.

CIVA was founded on principles that demand the best of its students, parents and staff.  While those goals are not always met, for many it is reassuring to know that there is a school where those expectations are in place.  In our preparations for a “changing of the guard” I hope that the CIVA community will pull together to reaffirm the school’s mission and vision. 

As the end of third quarter approaches, help us keep students focused and intent on being smart AND good!

Linda


Important Dates:

MARCH

1 Labs 1-4/Forum schedule

7
BAAC meeting 6:00 PM - Juniors & Parents Mtg 7:00 pm

8 Discovery Group Day 

9 End of 3rd Quarter – Srs & Parents Mtg  6:30pm

13
CSAP Testing 

14    
Pi Day/“School is Cool Day”


Parent Seminar
6-7:30 PM

15
Science CSAP tests for 8th & 10th grades, NO SCHOOL for 9, 11,12th grades 


Information Night


6:30 PM

16-17, 20-21
CSAP testing
Look for 3rd Qtr. Grade report

21
Governing Board meeting

5:15 PM

22 Labs 1-4/Forum schedule– Student Recognition Luncheon

27–31 
SPRING BREAK 


Andrews & Voss taking students on European Trip.

Delta Dental – Smile-a-Bration!!

FREE DENTAL CARE FOR KIDS Under 18 years old!

Appointments are for Saturday, April 29, 2006

Worried about your child's teeth? Need Dental Care? Delta Dental of Colorado is offering free dental care on Saturday, April 29, 2006 to children under 18 years old who need dental help.

Who?    Any child UNDER 18 years old without dental insurance.

What?   Dental exams, x-rays, fillings, tooth sealing and extractions.

Where? In dentists’ offices throughout the state.

When?  Saturday, April 29, 2006, 8:00 am – 3:00 pm.

How do I get my child an appointment? Call: 1-866-588-4720 for an appointment starting March 21, 2006, Tuesday through March 24th, 2006, Friday, between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm.

Parent or guardian consent form required.

FREE DENTAL CARE FOR KIDS Under 18 Years Old!

Title Sponsors: Delta Dental
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All Juniors!!!!!

The ACT will be administered on April 26th at CIVA.  The ACT will start promptly at 8:15am.  

College News:

ACT (with new essay component)
Test Dates


Registration Deadlines

Apr. 8, 2006


Mar. 3

Apr. 26, 2006 @ 8:15 am 

June 11, 2006


May 6

Fee to register is $28.00

Test centers can be found at www.act.org/aap/regist/centers.html
Web site: www.act.org
Students should arrive 15 minutes early so they don't miss the start time.  Late arrivals will not be allowed to take the exam!!    ACT registration questions: 319-337-1270

SAT Test Dates


Registration Deadlines

Apr. 1, 2006


Feb. 24, 2006

May 6, 2006


Apr. 3, 2006

June 3, 2006


Apr.28, 2006

Fee to register is $29.50      Phone number: 1-800-728-7267     Web site: www.collegeboard.com
REPORT TO PARENTS 

Test Preparation

Standardized test are a fact of life for America’s school children.  Here is some important information that will help them and you survive and succeed during testing time. 


Get Familiar.  Ask for practice tests similar in format to the test your child will be taking.  Knowing the format and seeing the types of questions that will be asked could help build your child’s confidence.


Encourage, don’t pressure.  Avoid putting on the pressure.  Too much pressure can cause test anxiety and lead to worse, not better, scores.  Understand that standardized tests are just one way schools measure a child’s ability.


Give them “brain food.”  Give your child a healthy breakfast the morning of the big test – and remember that good nutrition fuels brains year-round. 


Put them to bed.  Sleepy children have a tough time succeeding academically.  It’s particularly important for your children to get a good night’s sleep the night before a big test.  


 Help them prepare.  Make sure your child has the supplies they need for the test. These could range from sharpened #2 pencils with erasers to calculators and dictionaries.


Help your child understand these very important tips: 


Pay attention: Stress that they will need to listen to the testing instructions very closely and follow the written directions exactly.


Don’t rush to Finish.  Use extra time to check their answers and complete any questions they left blank.


Keep track of the “bubbles.”  It’s easy for children to lose track, especially if they’ve skipped questions. 


Find the best answer.  It’s tempting for children to choose the first answer that looks right.  Make sure they understand that several of the answers may seem right, but they need to choose the one best answer.


Aim High.  Encourage them to do their best and help them believe that they will do well.
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From the Desk of the Dean:

How many sides does a CIVA triangle have?

CIVA holds dearly, the belief that we cannot educate our students or effectively inspire character development without significant parent involvement. The CIVA triangle has at its vertices, the student, the parent and the staff.   Our goal is to have an equilateral triangle, where all three sides of the triangle are comparable.  In other words all three groupings of the triangle, students, staff and parents are involved in character development.  We recognize that character development is difficult to define and even harder to cultivate.  And while there are many ways to foster character development, we have come to the conclusion that growth is more likely to occur when people are reflective of their thoughts and actions.  As Socrates once said:  “The unexamined life is not worth living.”  Our parent seminars provide the opportunity for our parent community to be reflective.   The seminar process is one proven way of supporting character development.  I know it can be challenging which is another reason why we do it.  Character growth takes place when people overcome challenges.  The challenge of this process has been demonstrated to be effective in helping parents achieve a better understanding of the parenting process.  Therefore, we strongly encourage all of our parents to trust the process.  The more we learn from each other, the better off we all are. It has been said that it takes a village to raise a child.  The CIVA village needs you!  Just like a triangle needs three sides to truly be a triangle.

Sincerely,

Randy Zimmerman

[image: image3.jpg]



CSAP TEST SCHEDULE

Morning Schedule (for 1st and 2nd year high school students only)

	Time 
	March 13
	March 15 

SCIENCE

8/10 ONLY 
	March 16
	March 17

	March 20
	March 21 



	8:15-9:30
	Test 1
	Test 1
	Test 3
	Test 5
	Test 7
	Test 9

	9:40-10:55
	Test 2

	Test 2
	Test 4
	Test 6
	Test 8
	9:35-10:03

 2nd Lab

	11:10-12:30
	Lab 4 
	Test 3
	Lab 4 
	Lab 4 
	Lab 4 
	Lab 4 


Schedule for Grades 8 –9 -10

Afternoon Schedule starting with Lab 4 will be normal.
During testing, 11th & 12th graders will follow this schedule:

Schedule for Grades 11 & 12

	Time
	3/13 11th
	3/13  12th
	3/15  11th 
	3/15  12th 
	3/16  11th  
	3/16  12th 
	3/17  11th 
	3/17  12th 
	3/20  11th 
	3/20  12th 
	3/21  11th
	3/21  12th 

	8:15-9:30
	Math 6
	Math 6 
	No School
	No School
	Econ  
	Econ  
	Math 6
	Math 6
	Econ  
	Econ  
	Math 6
	Math 6

	9:40-10:55
	Anat. Physiology Physics
	English 8
	No School
	No School
	Anat. Physiology Physics
	English 8
	Anat. Physiology Physics
	English 8
	Anat. Physiology Physics
	English 8
	Anat. Physiology Physics
	English 8



CSAP Healthy Snacks Needed!

We are asking for parents to provide healthy snacks for our students that will be served in between testing. Approximately 110 students will be testing.  If you are willing to provide snacks please call Mrs. Serrano @ 633-1460 x105.  Examples of snacks to provide:

Nuts raisins   cheese cubes  pretzels    crackers

Granola    fruit   trail mix     juice
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Citadel Mall

20 % off of Chemical Services and Waxing

Products are buy 1 get 1 1/2 off


Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down:
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Thumbs UP 

We would like to thank Ares Koumis and the Challenger Learning Center for offering CIVA a grant for our students to participate in a simulated mission.  Mr. Neal and Mr. Gary’s discovery groups will participate in the simulation on April 10th.
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Thumbs UP 

Special Thanks to Brian Petesen for taking his classes to the Pioneer Museum.
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Thumbs DOWN

Students still leaving items around the building.  Parents please check lost & found.  Items not claimed will be given to charity.
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Thumbs UP 
Huge Thanks to our Governing Board and Site Committee for all their hard work & expertise in looking at all options for CIVA’s home.
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Thumbs UP 
Thanks to the parents and students who attended last week’s site meeting.  Your input was highly valued.
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Thumbs DOWN

For all the non-passing grades last progress period.

Affluenza

P a r t o f t h e E m m y ® a w a r d - w i n n i n g C o n n e c t w i t h K i d s s e r i e s

A community-based partnership sponsored in your area by your local schools, Make a Safe Bet with Penrose-St.

Francis Health Services, News First 5/30 and Connect with Kids/CWK Network.

A Television Presentation: Tuesday, March 7, 2006 @ 6:30 p.m.

on News First 5/30 (KOAA-TV/NBC)

Rebroadcast: Saturday, March 11, 2006 @ 4:00 p.m.

(Date/time subject to change. Please check local listings and

visit www.connectwithkids.com/koaa and click on "On TV" for future televised specials.)

Affluenza: It is a relatively new word in the vocabulary of America, the idea that we are raising a generation of kids

who are spoiled, materialistic and bored; kids who define success and themselves by possessions, especially

brand-names; kids especially susceptible to advertising; kids who are often in debt by the time they leave college. In

fact, in one survey, 93 percent of teenage girls say shopping is their favorite pastime. But there are cures for

Affluenza, as we see in the stories profiled in this special:

• Jakiya, 16, is a cheerleader in Los Angeles. She is popular and loves to dress well. In a recent

month, she went shopping at the mall every single day. She owns 48 pairs of jeans, 28 pairs of

shoes, and her mother is single and works two jobs. Now, she takes a test for Affluenza.

• Haidee, 15, used to be spoiled. Her parents say they would buy things for her out of guilt. They

were divorced, money was tight, and neither parent had much time to spend at home. Experts say

guilt is a common cause of Affluenza, but Haidee’s parents found a remarkable cure that may have

changed their daughter profoundly and forever.

• David and Evan, ages 17 and 15, come from a privileged family. Their combined allowance is

more than $100 every week; the older boy has his own SUV; the younger gets pretty much

whatever he wants. But recently the two brothers spent five days living outside, hungry and cold

like a homeless person, and they learned how to be happy for the price of one dollar a day.

Connect with Kids programs feature real kids, true stories, experts and educators … a way to help parents and kids

start a conversation about the tough topics kids face every day.

For more information, or to purchase a copy of the show, visit www.connectwithkids.com, or call 1-888-598-KIDS

(5437) and press 2. Or email us at sales@cwknetwork.com.



Classes begin at 8:15 AM and end at 3:45 PM  - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, On Wednesdays, students are dismissed at 12:30 PM*





IMPORTANT NOTICE:  To ensure the safety of your students please make arrangements to have your student(s) picked up by 1:00 PM on Wednesdays and by 4:15 PM every other day.  Staff is in required meetings and there is no supervision for students past those times.  














Parent Seminar Info


Dear Parents,


Our next Parent Seminar will be March 14th 6:00-7:30pm.





What are 2-3 specific events that I identify as moments of personal character growth?





In what ways could sharing my experiences with my family benefit them?





What prevents me from sharing those experiences?














Phone: 633-1306


Fax 633-1691


Website: www.civacharterschool.org





CIVA Charter School


225 S. Union Blvd.


Colorado Springs, CO 80910




















