[image: image1.wmf]The Beak

From The Raven’s Beak

I hope this message finds you well and in good health.  The summer has been very busy for CIVA.  I am very grateful to the folks that helped renovate our existing building, the site committee for finding CIVA a permanent home and the Governing Board for their leadership and direction.  

I would like to express my deepest gratitude for all the folks that have made CIVA into the wonderful school that it is today.  We will forever be indebted to Dr. Richard Van Scotter, Mike Tracy, Linda Page, Vicky Garrison, Steve Loss, Joanna Bolek and Genevieve Poucel for sharing their talents and wisdom with us.  Every member of CIVA is highly valued.  It will feel different around CIVA without them.  However, I know CIVA will move forward, while never forgetting the many contributions from all who have served here.  

CIVA will continue to be a school dedicated to preparing our students for life.  It is our goal to do more than educate young people academically.  We want to assist in the development of their character.  We believe every individual is gifted with a unique potential that will define a destiny.  CIVA was founded upon five words: Curiosity, Courage, Concern, Leadership and Integrity.  And upon five principles: Destiny, Humility, Conscience, Truth and Brother’s Keeper.  We remain true to those values as we enter our 10th year of service.  

For the new year we will be emphasizing the principle of Brother’s Keeper.  This principle is vital to our chances of success.  Simply defined, Brother’s Keeper affirms: We help others achieve their best.  It is not only each student, teacher or parent’s job to do their own personal best, it is also necessary to help others achieve their best.  As Henry Ford once said: “My best friend is the one who brings out the best in me.”  CIVA offers a rigorous academic program that requires individual hard work with a team-like emphasis.  

New Staff:

     I am pleased to introduce three new members to the CIVA staff.  I feel very fortunate to have found these remarkable professionals who have agreed to bring their gifts and talents to benefit the CIVA community.  

     Our new Assistant Lead Teacher/Dean of Students will be Annie Pilcher.  Annie comes to us from Community Prep Charter School, where she served as a building assessment coordinator, science department chair, and a science and social studies teacher.  

     Jeff Miller will be our new drama and English teacher.  Prior to coming to CIVA, Jeff has taught drama and performed theatrically in Baltimore, Maryland.  He is currently completing his Masters degree in creative writing.  

    Sean Dineen will be our new English and music teacher.  Sean brings a wealth of educational expertise in developing reading and writing skills while inspiring a passion for literature.  He is also an accomplished musician.  

     Mark Ledwig will be our new English/Spanish teacher.  Mark has taught Spanish to English speaking students in Los Angeles for ten years.  He also taught English to university students at the Institute of Spain in Madrid.  

     Welcome back to Steve Hansen.  Steve was CIVA’s art teacher for five years before leaving to teach at the Tseyigai High School on the Navajo Reservation.  He has returned to Colorado Springs and will be rejoining the CIVA community this fall.  I know our students will be excited to have him back.

     All of our new additions to the CIVA community come highly regarded by prior employers.  I am confident their knowledge and proficiency will be a tremendous asset to our students.  

Seniors:  There will be a leadership meeting for all seniors on August 11th from 11:00- 1:00.  Lunch will be provided.  
Orientation:

     Registration and Orientation will be held early this year.  Please follow the schedule below for the right time for your student.  If you have not provided us with accurate transcripts, please bring them with you at this time, to ensure proper placement.

August 7th Seniors 11-1

                  Juniors 1-3

August 8th Sophomores 9-11

                  Freshmen 11-1

                  8th graders 2-3

School Hours:  CIVA will slightly modify our schedule for the coming school year.  We will commence at 7:45 and dismiss at 3:15.  This will allow our students to participate in sports and activities with other schools.  

When is the CIVA office open?  The office is open daily (Monday-Friday).  If you call and don’t reach anyone, it’s probably because an interview is in progress.  Leave a message and your call will be returned.  If you want to drop by the office, the hours are generally 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM until August 15th when the entire staff will be back in the building.  

Dress code:  New additions: We have added two new items to the dress code.  Hooded sweatshirts or “hoodies” may not be worn in the building.  They can be worn as an outer garment that should be taken off upon entrance into the building.  Also, T-Shirts that are plain or patterned will be allowed all other T-shirts will not be. 

The dress code guidelines are in place to raise the standards and to help build a higher code of conduct at CIVA.  All of the guidelines will be strictly enforced.  CIVA believes that the manner in which students dress, accessorize and groom themselves affects the learning environment.  By their appropriate appearance, students help create an environment that is conducive to their own as well as all student’s learning.  Students’ appearance, therefore, clearly has a direct and indirect influence on school decorum and student achievement. 

Unacceptable Dress:

-Any clothing that graphically is sexually suggestive, obscene, profane or drug,  tobacco or alcohol-related.

-Any clothing or accessories that are disruptive or a potential threat to the safety     or welfare of any student (e.g. chains or spikes).

-All students will be required to take off hoodies or jackets in the hallways and classrooms.  (Teachers may grant permission for said items to be worn in class due to temperature fluctuations).

-Bedroom slippers

-Clothing that is excessively ripped or torn

-Clothing shorter than mid-thigh

-Exposure of body parts or underwear with sagging clothing

-Hats 

-Halter tops or “spaghetti strap” tops

-Hooded sweatshirts (Hoodies) or jackets will be worn as an outer garment only.  

-Inappropriately sheer, tight, low-cut or short clothing

-Jogging or running shorts or cut-offs

-Midriff tops or muscle shirts 

-Pagers, cell phones or other electronic equipment that disrupts the school     environment.

-Shower slipper-type thongs

-Sunglasses

-T-Shirts with a screen-printed picture/slogan.  (Plain or stripped T-shirts are fine)

-Underwear as outerwear

Any student who comes to school without proper attire will be required to wear school issued clothing or they may be sent home.  Students who violate this policy in a continuing or flagrant manner may be suspended or disenrolled from CIVA.  

Wednesdays:  We are continuously trying to improve our program to better serve our students and families.  For some time now CIVA has allowed our students to be released early on Wednesdays to complete their service learning requirements.  We will continue to do so, however it will not be automatic, instead it will be earned.  For students that are passing all of their courses and have their service-learning contract approved, they will be allowed to earn the half day Wednesday.  For students that are not passing all of their courses or do not have their service-learning contract approved, they will remain at CIVA until regular dismissal time.   We will support the students that remain for full day Wednesdays through guided study time in their discovery groups.  All students will have a full five-day schedule until the first progress report, approximately 4.5 weeks into the first quarter.  If you are not informed that you have earned the privilege, you should plan on staying for the full day.  Students will be informed after each progress report or end of quarter.    

School calendar:  First day for students begins on August 17th.  At 7:45am.  Please see the attached calendar.

Fall OLE:  Our fall OLE will be on Sept. 20-22nd at Horn Creek Ranch in Westcliffe, CO.  Please be sure to see Mrs. Serrano regarding volunteering on this trip.

Activity Fee Due Date:  CIVA Governing Board policy has established a $150/student/school year activity fee.  The fee covers a number of programs, activities and materials.  Your activity fee should be paid beginning Friday, August 18th between the hours of 8:00 and 10:00 AM, and during the same hours on any Tuesday or Friday following, in the Business Office.

Do I need a parking permit?  Yes, you must have one if you plan to drive to school.  There is ample parking in the school lot, but very little in the area due to the medical center overflow.  The cost per semester is $15 with a paid activity fee.  In addition, a student is allowed to drive only if the following criteria are met:

· Maintain at least a 2.0 grade point average

· Accrue no more than 10 tardies and NO truancies per quarter

· Exhibit good character traits (as demonstrated in classes and around the school)

· Hold a valid driver’s license and proof of insurance

A student’s parking permit can be revoked if these guidelines are not met.  The facilities manager at Temple Shalom has assured the school that a car without a parking tag will be towed at the owner’s expense.

Cell phone Policy:  We live in a cell phone world.  The only situation when a student may be asked to give up his/her cell phone would be if its use is being abused or is disrupting school time.  A phone ringing or vibrating in class, text messaging, or any other use of the phone during class time is prohibited.  Parents, you can help by being aware of your student’s schedule and refraining from making calls to your student during a class.  In the case of an emergency, please call the CIVA office and messages will be forwarded to your student.

Lunch Options:  We will try to contract with JoeMac again for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays. 

Brown bag (microwaves are available for student use).
Pizza days on Fridays.

Carpool and Bus Information:

Parents are encouraged to carpool from the various parts of town.  Please fill out a carpool form if you are interested in being part of one.   Also, the city bus has a stop right in front of the school.  Visit www.springsgov.com for specific routes and schedules.

Other important things I need to know:

· CIVA is a closed campus for all students.

· CIVA is a NO SMOKING school.  This includes and all tobacco products.  Violation of this rule will result in disenrollment.

· Students are a part of maintaining a clean and well-cared-for building.  Every student will be part of a team that assists with routine care of the facility.

· A grade of C is the lowest passing grade.  Students receive NO CREDIT for Ds or Fs on their semester report cards.

· All students are expected to participate in the Fall and Spring OLE (Outside Learning Experience) trips.  These trips are an additional expense to families.  Any student who needs financial assistance should contact Principal Zimmerman.

Special Thanks: I would like to thank Susan & Tom Voss, Patty Kreidel, Jackie, Alex and Gwen Sobczak, Emily Hawkins, Frank Cuna, Scott Bridges, Joni and Joe Landry, Dave and Zach Wolf, Kellen Berthiume, Matt Watson, Nick and Mike Zimmerman, Pat Fleming, Toni and Mia Stark, for volunteering their time and effort to help renovate the building.  The demolition team removed walls to make three classrooms better for our students and teachers.  A big thanks goes to the following for painting the Dining Hall and stairwells. 
Tom, Ann and Emily Christensen, Frances Thompson, Joni and Joe Landry, Tom and Sue Voss, Patty Kreidel, Melanie and Dustin McCandless, Toby Norton, Frank Cuna, Tom Gibson, Dale Puryear, Toni and Mia Stark, Cathy Magda, Ally Hill, Amanda Fults, Eli Brown, Staci O’Donnell. Their hard work was greatly appreciated.

Future Home:  Our site committee has been working very hard to find CIVA a permanent home.  Our work has finally come to fruition.  The CIVA Governing Board voted on July 12th to purchase the building located on 4635 North Park Drive.  We are all very excited about the new building and the new opportunities that accompany it.  We are now in the phase of assembling a building committee to assist with the remodeling.  If you are interested please contact Mrs. Voss to sign up.

Host Families needed: Give your family the gift that lasts a lifetime!  Host an Exchange Student for 5 or 10 months while they attend high school.  Council for Educational Travel, USA (CETUSA) is seeking great host families for students from 30+ countries arriving for school in August.  Outbound opportunities available too!  Call Karin Bugatti @ 719.633.8444 for details or email Kbug1110@hotmail.com. 

CIVA School Directory Time

CIVA will publish a school directory again this year.  We would like to include advertisements in the directory to defray the costs.  These advertisements can be for commercial businesses, student’s money-making opportunities (such as babysitting or yard work), or notes of encouragement from parents, grandparents, and friends.  Think of how many times you looked at or wished you had a directory last year.  This is a great opportunity to get your message seen!

The directory will be printed booklet style on 8 ½” x 11” paper folded in half (8 ½ x 5 ½ ).  All sizes are APPROXIMATE! Full-page ads will be 4 ½” x 7 ½”, half-page ads will be 
4 ½” x 3 ½”, business cards are about 1/3 of a page (4 ½” x 2 ½”) and quarter-page ads will be either 4 ½” x 1 ½” (horizontal) OR 2” x 3 ½” (vertical).  Artwork will be accepted in almost any computer-generated format (on PC floppy/CD or e-mail to p_smith@csmiths.com), or can be provided on paper to be scanned in.  We can scale the artwork to fit.

Costs for business ads will be:

· full page - $50

· half page - $30

· business card - $20

· quarter page - $15

Costs for personal ads (including student money-making opportunities)

· full page - $25

· half page - $15

· quarter page - $7.50

· love note (about 1/8 of a page) - $4 (example-----------()

Please provide artwork, payment (make checks payable to CIVA),

 and contact information (name and phone number required,

 e-mail if you have it) to the school office by September 16. 

 We hope to have the 
directory available in early October.

For more information, contact:

Phyllis Smith 475-9327 or 338-2660

CIVA Family Directory 

Once again, we will publish a family directory for the convenience of CIVA families.   We will be trying to get the directory published sooner this year.  You can help by filling in the requested information and returning the forms ASAP.  We need the forms back no later than September 8, in order to get the directories out by early October.

Please fill in all the requested information (bolded lines).  Additional contact information (these are alternative ways to contact the specified family member) and e-mail addresses should only be included if you want them published.

Please mark form EXTREMELY LEGIBLY, and return this form to the school.  

If your child splits his/her time at more than one address, and you want to list information on the additional address(s) in the directory, fill out 2 forms and attach them firmly together.  Write down anything that you think is pertinent.  We will figure out what to do with it or call you to find out.

The first copy of the directory is free.  Additional copies may be purchased from the office at $2.00 per copy. 

For questions (or to volunteer to help): Phyllis Smith, 475-9327, p_smith@csmiths.com
Students’ Last Name _________________________________________________________
1st Student (name/grade) ____________________________________________
2nd Student (name/grade) ___________________________________________
3rd Student (name/grade) ___________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name(s) _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
City, State Zip ___________________________________________________________
Home Phone ________________________________________________________________
· .Please print our phone number but mark that it is unlisted.
· Please do NOT print our address in the directory.
· Please do NOT print our phone number in the directory
Please add the following additional numbers to the family directory entry:
Additional Contacts:

Contact Name: _________________cell: _______________ work: _______________ pager: ______________

Contact Name: _________________cell: _______________ work: _______________ pager: ______________

E-mail address(es): _____________________________________________________

                                 _____________________________________________________


The parents and staff of CIVA are concerned about underage drinking and drug use.  In order to help parents to be comfortable allowing their children to attend partied, etc. at friends’ homes, we are asking you to indicate your commitment to provide supervision at your home by signing below.  You do not have to sign this for your student(s) to be included in the directory, but if you do, the symbol “" will be next to their names to indicate your commitment.
I/we have agreed to have an adult present when students are at a known, scheduled function at our home, and will ensure that neither alcohol nor drugs will be provided to the students.
Parent Signature _________________  Student Signature ______________________
Student Signature ________________  Student Signature ______________________
CIVA Charter School &
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 11
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           FIRST SEMESTER, 2006                 



            SECOND SEMESTER, 2007
	July

 S     M     T     W     T     F     S

           1

  2      3     4     5      6      7     8

  9    10   11   12    13    14   15

16    17   18   19    20    21   22

23    24   25   26    27    28   29

30    31
	August

8-7 Registration 12th & 11th
8-8 Registration 10th, 9th, 8th

8-17
First Day for Students 


1st Semester Begins

8-23 Back to School Night

8-25        Back to school dance 7-9 


	January 

1/1          New Year’s Day

1/5
Teacher Work Day - 

                NO Students 

1/8
Students Return 


2nd Semester Begins

1/9          Parent Seminar 6:00-7:30

1/15
Martin Luther King Jr. Day -
Schools Closed 


	January

 S    M     T     W     T      F     S

        1      2      3     4    (5)    6         

  7    [8     9    10    11   12   13    14   15   16    17    18   19   20    21   22    23    24    25   26   27   28   29    30   31

	
	
	
	 

	August

 S     M     T     W     T      F    S

                 1     2      3      4    5

  6      7     8     9    10    11   12

13   (14) (15) (16) [17    18  19

20    21    22   23    24   25   26

27    28    29   30    31  

	
	February 

2/7         Community Meeting 6-8             

2-9         Valentines Day Dance 7-9

2-13        Parent Seminar 6-7:30

2/19
Presidents’ Day -


Schools Closed


	February

 S     M     T     W     T      F    S

                                1     2      3        

 4      5      6     7      8     9    10    11   12    13   14    15   16    17   18   19   20    21    22   23   24   25   26    27    28          

	 
	
	
	 

	September

 S     M     T     W     T      F    S

                                            (1)   2        

  3     4      5       6        7       8    9     10    11    12     13     14    (15)  16     17    18    19     20     21     22    23  24    25    26     27     28     29   30


	September 

9/1          Assessment Day -

               NO Students

9/4          Labor Day - Schools Closed

9/8         Picture Day

9/15        Professional Dev.    Day -      


NO Students

9-20       Fall OLE at Horn Creek Ranch
	March  

3-8         Health Screening

3/9   
Professional Development 

               Day - NO Students 

               End of 3rd Quarter  (42 days)

3-12 CSAP Testing Begins

3-13 Parent Seminar 6-7:30

3-21        Information Night 6:30-7:30

3/26-30
Spring Break -


Schools Closed
	March

 S     M     T     W     T      F    S

                                 1     2     3        

 4      5      6      7      8    (9] 10   11   12    13    14    15   16   17    18   19    20    21    22   23   24    25   26    27    28    29   30  31

	
	
	
	 

	October

 S     M     T     W     T      F    S

  1     2     3      4     5      6     7

  8     9   10    11   12   (13] 14

15    16   17    18   19    20  21

22    23   24    25  (26) (27) 28

29    30   31
	October 

10/02      Official Student Count Day

10/10      Parent Seminar 6:00-7:30

10/13   
Professional Dev. Day - 

               NO Students

               End of 1st Qtr. (38 days)

10/26-27 Parent/Teacher/Student

               Conferences - NO School

               Thursday 8am-8pm

               Friday 8am-Noon
	April 

4-10      Parent Seminar 6-7:30

4-13 CSAP Window Closed

4-25       ACT 

4/27        Assessment Day -

               NO Students 



	April

 S    M     T      W      T    F     S

  1    2      3      4      5     6      7        

  8    9    10     11    12   13   14  15   16    17    18    19   20   21    22   23    24    25    26  (27)  28  29   30  

	 
	
	
	 

	November

 S     M     T     W     T      F     S

                         1     2      3     4               

  5      6     7      8     9    10   11   12    13   14    15   16    17   18    19    20   21    22   23    24   25   26    27   28    29   30

	November 

11/10
Veterans Day -

Schools Closed

11/22-24 Thanksgiving Break -


Schools Closed


	May 

5-5 Spring Formal

5-9        Community Picnic

5/11        Conference Day -     

               NO Students

5/24        End of 4th Qtr. (47 days) 


End of 2nd Sem. (89 days)


Last day for students, if no


more snow days are needed

5-24 CIVA Graduation 2pm

5/25, 29, 30 Additional snow days, 

               if needed 

5/25        Teacher Work Day

5/28
Memorial Day

 
	May

 S    M     T      W      T    F     S

                 1      2      3     4     5         

  6     7      8      9    10  (11)  12    13   14    15    16    17   18   19    20   21    22    23    24] (25)  26  27   28   29    30    31

May 25-30 additional snow days

	
	
	
	 

	December

 S     M     T     W     T      F     S

                                        1     2           

  3      4     5      6     7      8     9    10    11   12    13   14    15   16   17    18   19    20   21]  22  23  24    25   26    27   28    29  30  31


	December 

12-1      CIVA Revue 

12/21
End of 2nd Qtr. (45 days)

End of 1st Semester 

12/22-1/7 Winter Break for Students

12/22-1/4 Winter Break for Teachers

12/25     Christmas Day


	
	June 

S     M     T      W      T    F     S

                                        1     2     3       4      5      6      7     8     9   10   11    12    13    14   15   16   17   18    19    20    21   22   23   24   25    26    27    28   29   30    

	
	
	
	

	Key:
(   )
- No Students - Teacher Work 

       
- Schools Closed

   ]
- End of Quarter
  (Additional days may be added as make up days when school days are canceled due to emergency conditions.)


�





 





 





John,





Have an awesome 





year!





Mom and Dad 





 





This is just an example love note.  If you provide words, I can frame it similarly, or you can provide complete artwork.  Use your imagination!








The Five Words of CIVA: Curiosity, Courage, Concern, Leadership, Ingetrity

















The Five Principles of CIVA


Destiny, Humility, Conscience,


Truth, Brother’s Keeper














