
April 1, 2006

Reflections from the Lead Teacher:

After ten years, it seems appropriate, and perhaps unavoidable, for me to reflect on my career in education and especially on my time at CIVA.  It hardly seems possible that so many years have passed since a small group of us began talking about creating a new charter school.  While there is much that I’ve no doubt forgotten, there are moments from ten years ago that will stay forever etched in my mind: 

· the conviction and commitment of the people involved in the design stages

· the tears of frustration when our ideas that looked so good on paper didn’t have the results we 

intended

· the long hours of arguing, compromising, and planning

· our struggles with how to define what CIVA stands for

· the first 140 newly-enrolled students at CIVA who were as unsure of us as we were of them  (Freddie, Sandra, Clint, Willie, Mike, Karissa, Andrew, and the list goes on)

Here’s to the many people who gave so much, who sacrificed often, and who came together with a common belief in what was possible.  My heartfelt gratitude goes to the students and parents who took a chance with a new idea in schooling, and more especially, to those who stayed.  There are so many students and parents over the years who have helped us improve and refine the CIVA ideal.  To the extent that we have been successful, their contributions cannot be overlooked.  Here’s to the Kirkbrides, the Hendrys, Hendersons, Corrs and others from those early years and to the countless other parents who have continued to give since then.

My deepest admiration and thanks go to the dedicated staff who have been such a vital part of CIVA over the years.  Vicky Garrison and Alan Johnson are the two remaining teachers from our first year.  Elaine Serrano followed soon after.  I cannot adequately express my feelings for these people and others who have worked so tirelessly to make CIVA what it is today.  Here’s to the Tod Browns, Dave Bennetts, and Neil Pettigrews of our past and to the current staff who contribute so much to the school every day!

Among my greatest joys are when former students come back to visit with a smile, a hug, and words that let me know they are becoming the people I hoped they would.  Here’s to the Jon Shaws, the Clint Loughmillers, the Doreesa Serranos, the Jessica Bridges of the world! I truly don’t know how anyone in the field of education could persevere without these beautiful glimpses of our future from time to time.  I’m sitting at my computer with tears in my eyes just thinking about all the students, parents, and staff who have touched my life over the years.

My belief in what CIVA can be is untarnished.  With every passing year more and more people come to share the vision.  I am so very grateful to have been a part of this worthy endeavor.

Linda


Important Dates:

APRIL

3-7 National Charter Schools Week

4     

BAAC meeting



6:00  PM

5

Discovery Group day      




Staff meeting




1:30 PM

10-13     
SPRING OLE         

All students who are not accompanying their Discovery Group on the OLE must be in school for these days.

18

Parent Seminar



6-7:30 PM

18-27

Terra Nova Testing (Grades 2-10)

19

Labs 5-8/Forum schedule


21

Staff Development



No School for students


25

Governing Board meeting


5:15 PM

25     
Labs 1-4/Forum schedule

Staff seminar




1:30 PM


27

CSAP – ACT testing for 11th grade

All morning, beginning at 8:15 AM

MAY


2

BAAC meeting



6:00 PM


3

Labs 5-8/Forum schedule




Staff meeting




1:30 PM

6     
Spring Formal

10

Labs 1-4/Forum schedule



Department meeting



1:30 PM



Community Picnic



5:00

11

ACT Make-up

12

Seniors Last Day



CIVA Musical production

16

Governing Board meeting


5:15 PM

17

Labs 5-8/Forum schedule




Staff meeting




1:30 PM

24

Staff seminar




1:30 PM



Graduation rehearsal

25

GRADUATION



2:00 PM


            Sunrise Methodist Church


Happy Summer!!

All Juniors!!!!!

The ACT will be administered on April 26th at CIVA.  The ACT will start promptly at 8:15am.  

College News:

ACT (with new essay component)
Test Dates


Registration Deadlines

Apr. 8, 2006


Mar. 3

Apr. 26, 2006 @ 8:15 am 

June 11, 2006


May 6

Fee to register is $28.00

Test centers can be found at www.act.org/aap/regist/centers.html
Web site: www.act.org
Students should arrive 15 minutes early so they don't miss the start time.  Late arrivals will not be allowed to take the exam!!    ACT registration questions: 319-337-1270

SAT Test Dates


Registration Deadlines

Apr. 1, 2006


Feb. 24, 2006

May 6, 2006


Apr. 3, 2006

June 3, 2006


Apr.28, 2006

Fee to register is $29.50      Phone number: 1-800-728-7267     Web site: www.collegeboard.com
CIVA Students Shine in Citizenship

On March 4th seven CIVA students traveled to the University of Denver to compete in the World Affairs Challenge (WAC).  This event is sponsored by the Center for Teaching International Relations.  The theme for this year was Conflict in the Contemporary World.  Our presentation centered on the subject of oil: its usage, effects on the Earth, alternative forms of energy, legislation concerning pollution, and incentives for the automotive industry to produce hybrid/hydrogen automobiles. The limited resource of oil was presented as a source of ecological, legislative and industrial conflict.

The student participants were Gina Anderson, Elizabeth Benbow, Kara Boles, Michelle Glatz, Ally Hilgart, Natalie Johnson and Caitlyn Norton.  I am very proud of our students; for their academic inquiry into the subject, their concern for international affairs and their dedication to compete in this event on a Saturday.  I am also thankful to the parents who supported our students at the WAC.  CIVA made a strong showing at the event.  Our poster created by Nicholas Schloesser earned 5th place in the artistic part of the competition.  

Sincerely,

Randy Zimmerman



You are needed at CIVA!!

WANTED! Governing Board Recording Secretary

If you have felt left out and uninformed…

The CIVA Governing Board is looking for a person who has the clerical skills (listening and typing at the same time) to serve as Recording Secretary for their monthly meetings.  This volunteer position would  require attendance at the regular Board meetings held the third Tuesday of each month from 5:15 PM to adjournment (the time varies).  The Recording Secretary also sends the minutes of each meeting to all Board members.  

Dear Community,

The time is quickly approaching for our community to elect new Governing Board members and to find representatives for our standing committees.  Please read the following excerpts from our bylaws.  Your help would be greatly appreciated.

Section 4.4.  Election Process.  The parents and staff of CIVA shall elect the parent and staff members to the Governing Board.  Parents are defined as those with students currently enrolled as students in the school at the time of the election.  Staff is defined as current full-time employees of CIVA.  Presiding board members, parents, and staff may nominate individuals form the community to join the governing board.  Each nominee will be interviewed by at least two board members other than the person who nominated him or her, prior to the following board meeting.  The interviewers will make their recommendation to the governing board at the following meeting.  

Election of parents to the board of directors shall occur annually, the last two weeks of each school year.  The elections and nomination committee of the Governing Board shall establish, implement and oversee the election process.  However, each family shall be limited to one vote regardless of number of students attending and provisions must be made for both on-site and mail-in ballots.  Staff serving on the board shall be chosen annually by fellow teachers and other staff members.

The President or Board of Directors shall designate such committees and delegate such authority as deemed necessary to promote the purposes and carry on the work of the Corporation.  All committees shall report to the Governing Board monthly and/or as appropriate for review and approval.  Standing committees and their duties shall include: 

Election Committee.  This committee will be chaired by the Vice-President; this committee develops, communicates and executes the election process for the Board of Directors as defined by these bylaws.

Audit Committee: Chaired by any governing member, except the Treasurer and President.  This committee annually reviews the outside audit and reviews the financial statements of the Corporation, no less than quarterly.

Staffing and Compensation Committee.  Chaired by the President, this committee leads the annual selection of the senior staff and all staff compensation related issues.  Prior to the end of the school year, the committee will work with the Lead Teacher on upcoming needs and vacancies.   

We are also looking for people to join a budget committee.  The first order of business is to examine how the new lease price will effect our 06-07 budget.  We would be especially interested in people with expertise in financial affairs, like a CPA or someone with similar experience.

Please contact Susan Voss at 633-1306 for more information or to sign up.

Thank you, Randy Zimmerman

SUMMER SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES

D-11 Summer School brochures are now available in the CIVA office.

The Digital School will be open for students during June and July.  The last day for enrollment is April 14, and NO new students will be accepted after this date until summer school begins!

The month of June is designated for seniors only with 2 or fewer credits needed to graduate.  Students not attending Digital School before the April 14th cut-off date will be required to pay for their classes.

The month of July is designated for those students already enrolled in the Digital School and all others on the waiting lists.  Currently, students will not be charged for the July enrollment.  Final approval of the summer school schedule will be contingent on administration’s approval.   

Call Mr. Bailey at 591-8695 with any questions.


 A big thank you to all the parents, students and volunteers who helped put together and brought healthy snacks during our 5 days of CSAP testing. 


      Calling committee: Our CIVA moms who did all the calling:    

  
 Emily Advincula                   Laura Kelly              
     
 Sandra Apodaca                  Kathleen King 
     
 Kelly Bambarger                  Sandra McNeill 
     
 Ann Christensen                  Toni Stark
     
 Tami Fredrich 
     
  Elizabeth Hacker 
               
      Set-up and Clean-up; Staff, parents and students :
     
 Susan Voss                          Athena Schneider 
     
 Mrs. Serrano                        Sonia Nieves 
     
 Rita Weiss                           Kenneth Battle-Hay 
     
 Vickie Gibson                       Thomas Gibson 
     
 Patrica DeGraff                    Ted Wirebaugh 
      
 Sharran Welty

        Kayla Voss

News from the Front

By Frank Cuna

Site Committee Chair

The Battle for CIVA’s  permanent home continues. The Site Committee has been working hard on Long Term and Short term plans for our CIVA community.  Leading the charge is a squad of motivated personnel pushing forward on all fronts.

Our short term talks with the Temple, with CIVA representative Ms Peggy Littleton, are underway.  We are working on a 1 year lease with a year option, just in case our new facility is not completed.

Our Long Term Pre-construction agenda is also full steam ahead.  However, there is a long list of items which needs to be completed before the first shovel of dirt can be moved. Land acquisition, Development plans, Erosion Control, Utilities, Soils Reports, Conceptual floor plans, are just some of the tasks required to start the construction of a new facility for CIVA.

Our Committee is working in unison with District 11 on many of these matters. CIVA is scheduled on the agenda twice during the month of April. The Site Committee has asked the entire Staff and Student body for their ideas, concepts, and visions with the forming of the AUX Site Committee.. The Aux Site Committee will meet every Wednesday during forum. These items are necessary to insure our committee provides the most effective and comfortable atmosphere for all. 

The non –action item on the D-11 district agenda planned for April 5th  is critical. STAFF, PARENTS and STUDENTS, we need to PACK THE HOUSE, so plan on being in attendance. Your support will be noticed and appreciated.  

We also ask that our community visit the CIVA Website www.civacharterschool.org  to see the full Site Committee report along with other interesting and exciting news available . Thanks again for all your support as we roll forward into the CIVA dream.

  

Thumbs Up or Down
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Thumbs UP 

To the students who continue to do their very best in all that they do!
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Thumbs UP 

To the many parents who contributed snack foods for CSAP testing.  Special thanks go to Sharran Welty, Rita Weiss, Patricia DeGraff, and Vickie Gibson for helping with the set up and clean up on testing days.
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Thumbs UP 
To Target shoppers for using your RED cards on behalf of CIVA.  The rebate of $136.94 will cover some expenses for student recognition at the end of the year.

[image: image4.wmf] 
Thumbs UP 
To Miriam Hawkins and Daniel Bishop who were selected as District winners of the Colorado Youth Citizenship Award.  They were recognized by Superintendent Sharon Thomas at a reception on March 14 and will be honored at a banquet on April 4.
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Thumbs UP  

To Daniel Bishop for being accepted into the prestigious Colorado Youth Symphony.
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Thumbs UP 

To Dean Zimmerman’s students who represented CIVA at the Colorado World Affairs Challenge: Gina Anderson, Ally Hilgart, Kara Boles, Natalie Johnson, Caitlin Norton, Elizabeth Benbow, and Michelle Glatz.  Great job!
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Thumbs UP 

To CIVA’s representatives on the Colorado Springs Teen Congress: Sarah Shepard, Travis Bridges, and new members Bronte Gumataotao and Dustin Glatz.
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Thumbs UP 

To newly elected National Honor Society members:

Courtney Kehl


12


Emily Christensen

9


Michelle Glatz


11


Blossom Abing 


9


Chelsea Torrez-Richter 

10


Dustin Glatz


9

Alyssa Scherb


10


Frances-Rose Thompson

9

Phone: 633-1306


Fax 633-1691


Website: www.civacharterschool.org





CIVA Charter School


225 S. Union Blvd.


Colorado Springs, CO 80910





Classes begin at 8:15 AM and end at 3:45 PM  - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, On Wednesdays, students are dismissed at 12:30 PM*





IMPORTANT NOTICE:  To ensure the safety of your students please make arrangements to have your student(s) picked up by 1:00 PM on Wednesdays and by 4:15 PM every other day.  Staff is in required meetings and there is no supervision for students past those times.  








Parent Seminar Info


Dear Parents,


Our next Parent Seminar will be April 18th 6:00-7:30pm.





What do you enjoy the most about being a parent?





How have you seen your son/daughter grow this year?  How have you grown this year?





What are one or two things you would like to do with your children before they graduate?














