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Dec. 2005/Jan. 2006

From the Lead Teacher

The holidays are upon us and I, like most of you, begin to feel the stress and strain.  Isn’t it a shame that the beauty and joy of this time of year sometimes get lost in the hyper-activity?

Every year at this time I tell myself that this is the year when I will take it easier, relax, and not let the season become a time of stress.  I tell myself that I will put my energies and my heart into the things that are most important to me, especially family.  Why do I find it so hard to do? Some of it has to do with the lack of focus…some with the social pressures…some with not wanting to miss anything… and all of it leads to burnout, frustration, and weariness.

I think that my feelings around the holidays may be similar to what students feel as they move through their high school years.  They tell themselves not to stress out, as they hear over and over again, “These are the best years of your life.”  But they often find themselves overcome with the pressure of friends, family, job, as well as schoolwork and all that it takes to graduate.

All of us have something to learn.  I know how I am able to get back on track during the whirlwind holidays.  I make myself refocus on what the holidays are about and what my purpose is in observing them.  Sometimes I have to balance my own needs with the demands made on me by others and by my job in order to keep some perspective.

I think students too can remain more focused on their purpose for being in school.  They can choose to prioritize their activities so that school is at the top of the list, or close to it.  When a student’s job takes precedence over school, there is often a perceptible change in that student’s motivation and drive in school.  If school is truly the priority that most of us say it is, are we doing the things that make it so? When I let my shopping and consumerism take over during the holidays, I lose sight of what lies in my heart.  Likewise for the students…are their hearts focused on the important things…why am I in school? What do I hope to accomplish by being here?

Parents can help by modeling what we say we believe.  If school is a student’s most important job, do we help by supporting a student’s decision to focus attention there instead of on his/her job at Taco Bell? For some families, a student’s income may add the necessary income for survival.  But for most students, jobs often pay for the niceties of life, not the necessities.

In this season of more busy-ness and less time for peace, let us stay focused on the truly important things in life.

Student-Led Conferences

Thank you, parents, for your support and willingness to work with staff in helping your son or daughter achieve.  You have, so far this year, received three formal grade reports (a 1st quarter progress, 1st quarter grades, and 2nd quarter progress), in addition to your use of Parent Connect, phone calls, and attendance at conferences or other meetings with teachers.  We hope all of these methods of communication lead to the successful completion of first semester classes for credits toward graduation. (Eighth graders are an exception in that their class work does not earn high school credit.)

If a student fails to earn a credit in a class this semester, he/she must make up the missing credit at some other time before he/she can graduate.  

Our attendance at conferences was the poorest in a long time.  Many parents said they “didn’t know anything about them”.  Please take the time, once each month, to read the CIVA newsletter and to mark your calendars! You can also go to the CIVA website (www.civacharterschool.org), which is kept up-to-date by our able Webmaster, Scott Bridges, to check on current school events.


What are the important dates I need to know?

December 1
6:30-7:30 pm 
 Seniors/parents mtg                                            (attendance mandatory)

December 3
 5:50 pm
 Festival of Lights parade



       Featuring the CIVA dance team 

December 7           
 
 Labs 5-8 Forum

                                

 Student Recognition Lunch 

December 14          

 Labs 1-4 Forum

December 16           

 Winter Dance

December 23 – Jan 9

 Winter Break – No School




       
     Happy Holidays 

January 10


1st day of 2nd Sem.  


5:15pm

Gov. Board Mtg

6-7:30 pm
Parent Seminar

January 16

No School – Martin Luther King Jr. 

January 27


No School – Staff Development

Future Planning

February 1
6-8pm

Community Meeting 

College News:

 ACT (with new essay component)

 Test Dates


Registration Deadlines

Feb. 11, 2006


Jan. 6

Apr. 8, 2006


Mar. 3

June 11, 2006


May 6

Fee to register is $28.00

Test centers can be found at www.act.org/aap/regist/centers.html
Web site: www.act.org
ACT registration questions: 319-337-1270

 SAT

 Test Dates


Registration Deadlines

Jan. 28, 2006


Dec. 22, 2005

Apr. 1, 2006


Feb. 24, 2006

May 6, 2006


Apr. 3, 2006

June 3, 2006


Apr.28, 2006

Fee to register is $29.50

Web site: www.collegeboard.com
Phone number: 1-800-728-7267


Parent Seminar Info;

Dear Parents,

Our next parent seminar will be held on January 10th from 6-7:30.  CIVA believes “every individual has a unique potential that defines his or her destiny.  A person’s unique potential is akin to an inner calling and reflects his or her temperament, gifts, natural talents, dreams, aspirations, background, and traditions. 

1.  Do you believe in the concept of unique potential?

2.  What is your unique potential?

3.  What can you do to help your son/daughter discover and develop his/her unique potential? 

WANTED!

Parents and students who would like to speak to the D-11 school board at the Board meeting where our charter renewal is being considered.  Parents and students who would just like to attend and show their support without speaking are also encouraged.  The dates are January 11 and January 25 at 6:30 PM at the Administration Building, 1115 N. El Paso.  A good showing from the CIVA Community is important! 

Please contact Mrs. Page for more information or to sign up to speak.



Mrs. Sobczak’s discovery group will be making fresh, decorative holiday table arrangements.  They will be taking orders in advance.  Orders will be custom made for your home.  The profits will go toward this DG’s Spring OLE trip.  

Pam Staley – (Parent Advocate- 577-4430)

There will be a drawing for three leather jackets:  a donation of  $2.00 a ticket or 3 for $5.00 will be accepted, and you can buy as many tickets as you like.  The winner will be announced December 16th. 

Butter Braids are Back!!!! 

Due to the overwhelming response, Ms. Kreidel's Animal Studies Discovery Group is again selling Butter Braids! All orders and money must be turned in by December 16, 2005. Orders will be delivered on December 21, just in time for Christmas dinner! Available in cherry, apple, blueberry cream cheese, cinnamon and cream cheese. 
[image: image1.wmf]
Christie Schwank, our business manager is available Tuesday and Friday mornings to take payments or arrange a payment schedule for any Activity Fees.  She can be reached at 266-6119.



"Did You Know?"

· By 2010, the United States will need 2.2-2.4 million more teachers

· 30-50% of teachers leave the profession within the first five years

· Teachers spend an average of $1200 out of their own pockets to outfit classrooms for learning

· CIVA staff members regularly give up their planning periods and lunches to work with students

· CIVA staff members regularly provide lunches and lunch utensils to students



	School hours: Classes begin at 8:15 AM and end at 3:45 PM  - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, On Wednesdays, students are dismissed at 12:30 PM*


Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down:
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Thumbs UP

To Deborah Lee for being accepted into the Adduce Foundation & UCCS arts workshops.  A recognition dinner was held honoring her excellence in Art.   
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 Thumbs UP 

To Vicky Gibson for providing delicious food for the staff during their marathon conference days.
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Thumbs DOWN

To students who leave their lunch trash outside and not in the trash cans!
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Thumbs UP 

Thanks to the parents and students who gave of their time to be interviewed by the D-11 site team during their visit to the school.  The team was very impressed with our dedicated and committed students and parents at CIVA!

[image: image6.wmf]
Thumbs DOWN

To the seniors and their parents who haven’t made it to the senior meetings yet. 
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Thumbs UP  


A Big Thank you to all the parents: Catherine Schneider, Cathy Magda, Marla Kaufman, Becky Siegel, Teri Adams-Fjellmen, Phyllis Smith, Rita Weiss, who contributed to the feeding of the D-11 Site Team and staff on November 14 and 15.
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Thumbs UP

To all who helped make our “ Harvest of Love” a success CIVA donated 3,775 pounds of food. Great Job!
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Thumbs DOWN


Clint Ritchie is still missing a sleeping bag from the fall OLE blue outside with brown plaid inside.  If you have an unidentified bag at home, please bring it in for Clint.
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Thumbs UP  


To the volunteers who helped with Health Screening for all of our students,  Karen Jenkins, Lilly Fults, Kathy King, and  Sara Vigil.

[image: image11.wmf]
Thumbs UP  


To all Discovery Groups and Community Service Students  which, through their caretaking duties, have kept the building clean and neat.
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Thumbs UP  

For the great turnout at the CIVA Revue.  Thanks for supporting our school  - For those who couldn’t hear the creative words to the staff number here is what you missed. 

C-I-V-A

(sung to the tune of Y-M-C-A)

CIVA, you’re the best in this town

I said, CIVA, everyone’s coming round

I said, CIVA, look at what you have found

We are one great community.

CIVA, you can use all your smarts

And get into - any one of the arts

We have parents who will help you to start

And we all will be a part of…

Refrain


C-I-V-A

It’s fun to learn at C-I-V-A

You can discover yourself

You can get really smart

You can do what’s in your heart.

(repeat)

CIVA, we’ve watched your character grow

I said, CIVA, where your integrity shows

I said, CIVA, where our community knows

That we all strive to be bet-ter.

No one does it all by themselves

I said, No one can do it all by themselves

We will be there; everyday you will find

That you have us helping

Refrain



Hey, you, there’s a place you can go

I said, Hey you, where there’s people you know

You can learn here, and we’re sure you will find

Many ways to have-a-good-time!

Hey you, come and join us today

I said, Hey you, you can find a new way

To get with it, and we’re sure you will stay

Cuz the people here are rockin’

Refrain
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A couple of letters recently written by some of our new CIVA students in response to our request for letters to add to the Charter Renewal documentation.  

CIVA is a very unique school.  I began this year at Doherty High School.  I was doing poorly in all my classes, and was making some bad choices, I decided I wanted to attend CIVA, and it was exactly the change I needed.  


CIVA has exceptional students.  The people attending CIVA High School are very different than students at other schools.  Everyone judges others by their character, not their appearance.  The students are very welcoming and supportive.  They help all the new people feel like an important part of the school. 


The teachers at this school are outstanding.  Every teacher at CIVA has an original teaching style.  The main difference between CUVA teachers and other teachers I the way they treat their students.  Teachers here treat their students with respect, and are always helpful to anyone who is struggling.  They are passionate about developing each student’s character.  CIVA teachers care about every student.  


One of CIVA’s greatest strengths is the size of the school.  This is a small school.  The class sizes are generally very small.  The small class sizes are very beneficial to the students.  Any student can get personal attention when needed.  This makes it possible for students to get a better education.


CIVA is an amazing school that gives may people a change to be exceptional students.  CIVA has wonderful teachers.  Overall, CIVA charter high school is an outstanding school.




Sincerely, 




Autumn Hill




CIVA, Grade 12 

First of all let me tell you a little about what CIVA has done for me.  CIVA has changed me so much in so many different ways.  My grades have gone up so much and are staying that way.  CIVA has made me a better person by making me feel so welcome each morning when I walk into those doors.  I always get a positive feeling about school now.

Academically, this school and its teachers are always ready to help when you need it.   They are very enthusiastic when it comes to helping student and they don’t just walk away and let you struggle like most other schools.  For once I am so into my schoolwork and being successful in life and that’s because this school has inspired me.  This school shows me that they really care about seeing me succeed in life and at this school.  I would really like to thank our principal Mrs. Page for accepting me into this school and giving me another chance at changing my life around.

Hopefully this letter helped you understand just how special this school is to me and to other people here at CIVA and I really do think this school deserves Charter Renewal.




Sincerely,




Alyssa Cortez




CIVA, Grade 10

The following is a note received from the Colorado Springs City Bus Driver to our students: Alyssa Scherb,

Brandon Fountain, Chris Everett, Brittany Richards, Megan Seabron, Sarah Kuehler, Ashley Holland.

It has been a pleasure transporting you & the gang these last few months.  We as bus drivers come across quite a few teens and some make a horrible impression.  You & the gang, however, are respectful and considerate and you all seem to have a zest for living and a purpose in life with guidance & direction.  For that I thank all of you & your parents.




TyJuan (TJ)

11/2/05 
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Community Meeting
Wednesday February 1st
 
6:00pm-8:00pm
 
 It is a time again for our quarterly community meeting.  We will be having a potluck.   I am asking for parent volunteers to help set-up and clean up at this event.   If you are willing to help please call me.
 
Elaine Serrano
633-1460
 
 If your student’s last name begins with:
 
 A thru E
3 liters of Soda with small bag of ice 
 
F thru J

side dish 




enough for 20 people

 
K thru M

dessert 

 


enough for 20 people

 
N thru Z

main dish  




enough for 20 people
 
[image: image16.wmf] Festival of Lights                                       

Parade!

Saturday December 3rd, 2005

Start Time:  5:50pm

Downtown Colorado Springs, Tejon St. 

Come support CIVA as the CIVA Dance Team represents our school in the annual parade of lights.  For the first time we are able to enter a float,  

with the help of our CIVA community.  Special thanks to  Frank Cuna for supplying the flat bed truck and trailer, wood for the frame and his carpenters who built the frame on the float. We would like to thank the many people who have worked on the float or contributed to the success of our 1st ever CIVA float!

 The CIVA Dance Team

Sue Shankland

Walli Carranza

Bob & Carolyn Shepard

Julie Bridges

Kim & Chris Brownlow

Stephanie Perkalis

Mlle. Poucel

Roxanne Turnbloom

Catherine Schneider

Debra Decker   
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CIVA Charter School


225 S. Union Blvd.


Colorado Springs, CO 80910





Phone: 633-1306


Fax 633-1691


Website: www.civacharterschool.org





The entire CIVA Staff wishes you a joyous and peaceful holiday season!











